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Gakdim

nsanlar tarihin ilkcaglarindan beri haberles-
mek icin cesitli vasitalar kullanmuslar. Bu va-
sitalarin basinda ise mektup geliyor. Gonde-
rilen her mektup, icinde anlatilanlardan baska
hazirlanisiyla da alictya cesitli mesajlar ulastirir.
Kullanilan kagit, deri, miirekkep, altin, cesitli bo-
yalar ve el isciligi alictya verilen degerin bir gos-
tergesidir stiphesiz. Calismamizin konusu olan ve
Osmanli sultan ve az da olsa vezirlerine gonderilen
bu mektuplar da; icerik anlaminda 6zIt ve anlatimi
ylksek, sanatca da gonderici tarafindan seckin mal-
zeme ve iscilikle hazirlananlar arasindan secilmis.

Osmanli Arsivi'nde farkli fonlarda ytizlerce mek-
tup bulunuyor. Calismamizda yer alan mektuplar
Sadaret, Hariciye, Yildiz fonlart agilikli. Bu mek-
tuplar geldikleri tilkenin dili ya da diplomasi dili
olan Fransizca ve Ingilizce ile hazirlandig: icin ter-
climesi yapilarak padisaha sunulmakta, umumiyetle
de cevabi hazirlanarak gonderilmekte idi.

Mektuplar tek sayfa oldugu gibi bazen 2, 3 ve
4 sayfay1 bulabiliyor. Bunlarin bir kismi muhtelif
suretlerde stislemelerle bezeli oldugu gibi yalnizca
bilgi vermek amaciyla hazirlanmis ve tabiri caizse
sadecik olanlart da var. Bu mektuplar muhtevasi
bakimindan Osmanli Devleti'nin diger tlkeler ve
diinya Muslimanlari ile arasindaki sosyal, siyasi ve
iktisadi iliskilere 1sik tutmakta.

Kitapta bulunan mektuplar Tiirkce - Ingilizce
ozetleri ile birlikte okuyucuya sunuldu. Mektup su-
retlerinin tamaminin, okunabilir niteliginin koruna-
rak kitapta yer almast saglandi. Bu yontiyle bircok
bilim dalinin uzmanlari tarafindan faydalanilmasi
hedeflendi. Cesitli dillerin uzmanlart, tarihciler, dip-
lomatik ve paleografya uzmanlari ilk akla gelenler.

Arsiv uzmanlari, tarihc¢iler ve filologlarin yardi-
miyla uzun ve yorucu bir calisma sonucu hazir-
ladigimiz bu eserde hi¢ stiphesiz Devlet Arsivleri
Genel Mudurlugi st yonetiminin anlayishi tutumu
son derece yardimct oldu. Bu sebeple Devlet Ar-
sivleri Genel Mudirti Do¢. Dr. Yusuf SARINAY,
Genel Mudir Yardimcist Do¢. Dr. Mustafa BUDAK,

Proface

an has used various means to com-

municate since the antiquity. As one

of those means first comes letters. Every

single letter, with its style and prepa-

ration other than its content, convey
some messages to the receiver. No doubt, the skin or
Jfolio, the ink and several pigments, and of course the
handwork all are the indications of the importance put
on the receiver. Those letters we studied that sent mostly
to the Ottoman sultans and occasionally to the viziers
are picked up from among those that have a concise
and bigh rbetoric and that are prepared with quality
material and handicraft.

There are hundreds of letters in the Ottoman Archive
in different stocks. Those letters selected are from Sa-
daret, Hariciye and Yildiz stocks for the most part. They
would be in the original tongue of the sending country
or in French or English as they were the diplomatic lan-
guage; they would be translated, presented to the sultan
and, if need be, responded.

The letters cover single and sometimes 2, 3 and 4
pages. Some of them are defily decorated in various
styles and the others are merely plain just to get to the
point. Those letters are throwing light, in sense content,
to the social, political and economic aspects of the rela-
tions of the Ottomans with the other states and Muslims
around the world.

The letters included are presented to the reader
with Turkish-English summaries of their content. And
the original texts are strived to be placed maintaining
their readable formats. Thus, its aimed to be used by
the members of various fields of interest; i. e., by the
linguists of several languages, by bistorians, and diplo-
matic and paleographic specialists.

In this study, which has come to being through the
long and painstaking efforts of archivists, historians
and philologists, one cannot fail to acknowledge the
understanding of the top-management staff of the “Dev-
let Arsivleri Genel Miidiirliigii”. For that reason we owe
many thanks to Doc. Dr. Yusuf SARINAY, the general

manager of the Devlet Arsivleri Genel Muidiirliigii, to



Osmanli Arsivi Daire Baskani Dr. Onder BAYIR ve
Daire Baskan: Abdullah VANLIOGLUna siikran
borcluyuz. Yine belgeleri basarila bir sekilde fo-
tograflayan Sefik KANYILMAZ, Isa OZALP ve Isa
AKSOY’a da tesekkiir ederiz. Ayrica belirtelim ki,
mektup Ozetlerinin tercimelerini gozden geciren
ve bizden tavsiye ve yardimlarini esirgemeyen dos-
tumuz Cemil SERIF’e siikranlarimiz1 ifade (izerimize

tatli bir vazife...

10

Doc. Dr. Mustafa BUDAK, the assistant manager and
to Dr. Onder BAYIR and Abdullah VANLIOGLU heads
of department of the “Osmanl Arsivi”. Besides we have
to thank Sefik KANYILMAZ, Isa OZALP and Isa AKSOY
who meticulously took the photos of the documents. It is
also a pleasurable duty for us to thank our dear friend
Jamil SHERIF who has redacted the work and never be-
grudged his suggestions and belp. ..



